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The development of grand houses' architecture in
Aleppo during the Ottoman era

Summery :

In the Ottoman era in Aleppo Grand houses have been developed
from the traditional house, which is closed to the outside and
opened to the central courtyard, to a modern house without a
courtyard and it's rooms were opened to the outside where wide
streets. These modern houses were influenced by the Renascence
and Baroque Architecture in Europe, and generally was of three
stories, and consisted of a central hall surrounded by many rooms
opened to the wide streets. On the other hand the traditional house
consisted of two stories, the central courtyard contained a fountain,
plants and different trees. In the southern side of the courtyard
there was the summer iwan, and sometimes there was a winter
iwan on the northern side, which is located in the first storey.

In the Ottoman period many new ways of decoration appeared such
as tiles covering walls, and panels of painted wood, besides the old
ways which were used before like stalactites, juggled voissiores,
and pointed stars.... In the modern houses we can also find new
types of floral and geometrical ornamental elements, ceilings
decorated with marvelous paintings and new designs of large stairs.
All these changes in ways of decoration were also appeared in
traditional houses which built in late Ottoman erra .

New ways of construction such as concrete slabs and ( I ) shape
beams were used in grand houses from the late Ottoman era,
besides the old ways like flat wooden ceiling, tunnel vaults,
crossing vaults and domes.
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